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Washington, D.C. 20071 , 2 th P(Adfe )
- Letter to the Editor: ALN’“-S'-

The article by Mary McGrory on the Law of the Sea
! treaty (July 22) contains several inaccuracies. I would
like to comment on these statements which are misleading
and should be corrected.

First, President Reagan did not desregard the facts
concerning the Law of the Sea treaty, nor did he ignore
advice of his senior people. On the contrary, the
President went to exceptional lengths to get the facts
on the treaty and to reach an agreement on the treaty.
Very early in his administration, he saw that many of

| the provisions of the treaty were not in conformity with

| our national interests and economic and political prin-

| ciples. Accordingly, he directed that an exhaustive

| Administration-wide review be made of the treaty. This

| thorough analysis clearly revealed for the first time

| the many major deficiencies of the treaty text. Follow-

ing a detaided discussion of the results of the review,

| President Reagan stipulated six objectives which needed

| to be met in the Law of the Sea negotiations. A maximum
effort was then made by the U.S. Delegation to the UNCLOS

? Conference to achieve those goals. However, the ncgo-

| tiating effort failed. The final treaty text which

emerged from the Conference did not accommodate even

one of the President's stated objectives. All of our

key national interests with respect to ocean mineral re-

sources were totally rejected by the Third wWorld and

Soviet bloc deleations. Under these circumstances,

| President Reagan could hardly have been expected to

abandon economic and political principles that sustain

our society for the sake of a fundamentally flawed

treaty.

| Second, ocean mining simply will not be commer-
cially viable under the Law of the Sea treaty. It
actually deters efficient mining of the seabeds, and
it fails to provide our American miners with assured
access to ocean minerals. This result would deprive
the United States of a supply of certain strategic
and critical minerals needed for our industry and de-
fense. The American companies now comprising the deep-
sea minig industry have made it clear that they could

| not and would not invest money under the treaty. More-—

| over, commercial banks will not lend money for mining

1 operations under the treaty. Fortunately, there is a
reasonable opportunity of achieving an alternative seca-
bed mining regime now being pursued by the Reagan Ad- -

ministration.
C-I&l
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thing the Sea rﬁ@@iy Shoals

Without

The president's penchant for not confus.
ing himself with the facts is well known.
the case of the Law of the Sea treaty,
seems o have gone to exceptional lengths.

Washington Post Staff Writer Lou Can- !

non has passed on what President Reagan
said at the Natioral Security Council meet-

_that covers two-thirﬂs of the world’s sur-
face and took 14 years to negotiate:
“We're policed and patrolled on land,

and there is so much regulation that I kind'

]

ing at which he decided not to sizn a treaty

of thought that when you go out on the’

high seas you can do what you want,” he
said, proud apparently that no data clogged
his mind. .

To preserve his ignorance, Reagan never
-constlt:d the men who could have set him
straight. Elliot L. Richardson, appointed by
Jimmy Carter 25 a representative to the
Law of the Sea Conference, spent four
years negotiatiog the draft convention,

Richardson, a notoriously able and prop-
er Bostonian, indispensable to Richard M.

Nizon until 1974 when he refused to fire -

Watergate Special ,Prosecutox:_ Archibald

Cox, pever got closer to the Reagan ihrone :

than Counselor Edwin Meese III, whom he
saw a year aga. ' E

Meese, whose approach to éoiﬁplex for-

“The U.N. view of the sea as “the com-

In" mon heritage of mankind” was dangerous
hg\ nonsense to Resgan. The notion that we

would compcte with uppity Third World |

¢

'

countries for rights to mine the seabeds ¥ -

was an affront. Reagan felt that proposed -

aspect of the whole contraption.

Some in inner White House councils ad-
vocated outright U.S. withdrawal from the
conference. They lost, but not really. Ac-
cording to Leigh Ratiner, a former lobhyist

for Kennecott Corp. and Reagan’s hand-

eizn policy questions is acceptably ideolog- * |

1cal, presided over a fatal meeting at which

the decision was effectively made to scuttle .. ‘

the sea treaty. o

Tronically, initial impetus for the Law of
the Sea came from Resgan’s favorite gov-
ernment department, Defense. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff were anxious to secure in-
ternational agreements for safe pasaage of
subraarines through strajts and coastal wa-
ters. ; .

idez of “anything being' put beyond the
z-asp of LS. business interests is anath-

, he urdered a review and fired leaders

A5, regotiating team. They were
ted of T:v iz been “seduced” by long

e Lo subyersive elements in the

4" Hations, inder whase auspices the

g‘g&uﬁ'ﬁﬂ G‘),’d'éﬁraz.n,«; | 0 I RSuRE 3

T A R

But, as the president indicated, the \'zery ..

Alnost immediately after taking of- -

picked choice to bargain for a better min-
ing deal, the Reaganites gave him such

* establishment of an International Seabed i

Authority was the most unconscionable

the Lighthouse of Fuct |
 MayMcGrory

granted navigational safeguards under i
ternational law—"We cannot pick ar
choose among rights and obligations.”
Under Reagan, the pro-treaty defen:
line broke. Pentagon ideologues held thy
strategic minerals under the seabed const
tute “national security” interests. In th
“damn the treaty” spirit, Navy Secretar

~ John F. Lehman Jr. said, “We can blast o,

" way through the straits.”

b

rigid instructloos that he was practically *

forbidden to make small concessions that
would have led to.gervine compromise and
advantage. He was under secret orders to
bring about a “frontier mining code” for the
bounding main.

On April 30, the United _States was one

|

of four countries o vele azzinst the Law of |
the Sea. We hewe vt becs audsolated sincel;
vote last year.
the code covering in- sider.

we cast the world’s soi¢ uay
against adoption of
fant formula.

‘What Recyun ended up doing, in the ‘Fven ask him about it.

Richardson tried to express cautis. . ¢
national security adviser William P. ¢, .+
who suggested that he deal with a stai
member.

This week, Richardson .went before
House committee studying the treaty
wreckage. Several conservative . members
questioned his patriotism and intelligence
for having participated in an international

. cabal against U.S. business. He replied tart.

ly that, having been considered fit to servs

.in four Cabinet posts, he did not regary

i
ever. Another administration may recoi-

himself as either stupid or subversive.
He does not think the treaty is sunk .. --

‘might

Who kno;vs'?; Another Apr-éi‘den.l

Approved For Release

minds of must oi the world, was shooting | - - :

himself in the foot. He has succeede_d in !
excluding.U.S. interests from mining rights
he théught he was protecting. - -
" " Triumphant treaty opponents have as- |
sured US. miners that they can igpore th_e |
treaty and make “mini-treaties” with their
Not so, Richardson says. If he ha_d_ been
given a chance to explain the realities to
the president, he says, he would have told
him that there “will be no U.S. undersea
mining outside the treaty, except under a
foreign flag.” . o
" _As a practical matter, claims oytsu_le the
- treaty would be subject to litigation in the
World Court, making banks leery of loan-
ing the vast sums needed for such enter-
* prises. L P - S
. P Richardson says he would also have ex-
“plained, had he ever made it to the Oval
Office, that the United States cannot ex-
pect to boycott the treaty and take for
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